ORCHESTRA IN A BOX

Bingham-Waggoner Estate music reom,
313 'W. Pacific Ave., independence

ack before the iPod. by aboul a century
or s0, music rooms wene all the mge
among the weall-heeled, Musical instro-
ments and players were pisces of furmiture, oot

something
coald sricl:}rqulj
your  pocket.
And there were
fal] head-
phones, so the
enjoyment was
to be ghared.

Music rooms
are  always a
clee that hliss
rivighit be neas.

Thank
ness the
of Willlam H.
Wiggnner
liked to kesp
up with the
times.  Their
musle  room
wis the dinin
o
Wl painter
b S
b &lcm the conld

s¢ 1M 1860s. Pt Wiappnners
afford the space for & music room after they
added on to the house in 1895 — to the tane of
0 rooims.

A Steimeray piano, 3 1920s electric Victor Wic-
troda and am ornEte pump organ provided the
accouteTments BeCessary to create the appear-
ance of refinement for the four-mill barons.

But it was their purchase i the 1890s that
mioves the noom from pomp to bliss. For S1,500,
they bought a Swiss cylinder orchestral music
‘booe. Maost boooes would have cost between $50
and 150,

“If theey didn't have someone to play piano, or
if they just wanted to impress puests with their
porpeoes muosic box, it would have been
played.” says Jim Austin, 3 board member of the
Binpham-Wagponer Historical Soclety.

S what m:kaitmspaﬂ:]?ﬁm.lt‘smm
than: 2 feet long — the cylinders thar play the
box are 20 inches long. Each cylinder halds
eipht tunes — and the owned eight
of the cylinders. The selection far exceeds
“Twinkle, Twinkle Litfle 5tar” Mendelssohn,
Wapnes, Verdi, Rozsini — thoss are the com-
posers represented.

The m}n:dlyplmkedmmmm]
combs. A reed organ, six taned bells,
drums and weod blocks and castapets played
by three figurines make a full and rich sound.

An heir took the music box as his inheritance
i 1579, Thiree vears ago he called Austin to see
if the house might be interested in the box

again

He offered a reasonable price, based on the
appraizal — $35000,
*Isa.dwha.tnwﬂt:kcs—wenmdd:alhﬂl
back in this hoose,” tim says

After a vigorous iSiNg Campaign, Dow
it i=. Happily.
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Blizs in a box? That's what you'll hear from
the Swiss cylinder orchestral music box at
the Bingham-Waggoner Estate. Jim
Austin, a board member of the Bingham-
Wagganer Historical Society, |s happy to
hawe the box back whare it belongs,

ART OF THE DEAL
Dverand Park Sheraton lobby, 6100 College Bivd.

an there be bliss in the business deal? Maybe it de-
pends on your A pew favorite among
corporate movers and s mthtlnhbroflh:

- Sheraton hotel connected to the Overland Park Coavention
Center.

The main entrance of the hotel boasts shiny marble and
friendly desk personnel. O, everybody expects that. But
keep walking past the desk — you'll ko you are hesded in
the right direction if you spot opulence.

Deep leather chairs, sofas filled with cushy pillows,
Ea&mmﬁeeub]mnrfcmmhaﬂm“ﬂweaﬁu
chap, let's talk menper” (Reread that in a British accent if
your ddn't the firgt tme.)

Comfortable seating i all well and , but bliss is
addeml with nooks set u.&'bgr b mlulhurrwm

and
Itmuﬁ hh'a:ttmmmmgdmpmnhumm
dmmmﬂmmﬂ;hhmhm thick
is
ul-:l e b Ehummﬂsufdml:sﬁ
Itsal 'Uh.ﬁﬂh.u’sbmcssum

Biu1 husmﬁhmmmmrmdmmtdmm

ol T B e
wi m sumptuous
dmn’tsuundalld:atunha;lwduﬂt?

But if you need some alone time, there are four reading
chausmt'hmngbarhmﬂuﬂﬂnﬁmn’ﬁ:ﬂh@ﬁ:ﬁsbcdiu'
soft houndstooth upholstery:

Mot what you expect of a conference hotel? Sometimes

surprises are b

And you might be by the conderence center, oo,
Ealhngmbarcmllsuru‘heaydmﬁemrcb&wmhu?
morclhﬂn]ﬂﬂungmalxﬂphuesmdpmnm:gsﬁumhcﬂ
artiats. *

Michael Humphrey of Kansas City is a freelance writer

Dawid Eulitt iz & photographer for The Star Te comment,
call E16-234-4778 of e-rmall starmagSkestarcom.

Cushy pillows. and artistic expression beckon visitors to linger in the labby of the Overland Park Sheraton.
Find Star Magarine online st KansasCity com/starmagazine.
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